
 

This situation update provides a snapshot of the inter-agency regional humanitarian response in full coordination with host 
Governments and partners across the region. 
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AFGHANISTAN 

KHOST & PAKTIKA SITUATION UPDATE 
8 January 2015   

1. KHOST & PAKTIKA UPDATE 

The distribution of winterization assistance, food 
and non-food items in Khost and Paktika provinces 
is ongoing; progress is also being made with the 
provision of WASH assistance in Gulan camp. The 
camp currently has four functional boreholes, 
which are connected through piping systems to 
water reservoirs. Three additional boreholes are 
being drilled; two of these will be located within 
the current boundaries of the camp, while the 
third borehole is located northwest of the camp.   
Enhancing access to safe drinking water for newly 
arrived families who have settled here, the third 
borehole may reduce the need for water to be 
trucked to this area. In total, the boreholes will 

provide the camp with an additional 225,000 liters of water per day, enough to cover the needs of 
11,000 persons. Water is stored at 18 water reservoirs, including water tanks (metal and plastic) as 
well as bladders with a total capacity of 280,000 liters.  
 
To date 387 emergency latrines have been established in the camp, and an additional 951 out of 
1,160 combined latrine/bathroom units are under construction. The need for additional latrines in 
the camp remains as existing cultural sensitivities among the refugee population make gender-
segregated latrines and hygiene facilities a precondition for the reduction of open defecation 
otherwise practiced by female family members within extended family compounds.  

2.1 PROTECTION CONCERNS 

In December 2014, a mission was conducted to Khost province to identify specific concerns related to 
sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV). Concerns noted included women’s and children’s welfare 
and access to services, in particular to medical services, and the establishment of referral pathways 
to respond to specific gender-based needs. Similarly, the mission noted that women’s isolation, 
resulting from restrictive cultural attitudes towards women among the refugee population, 
presented a particular concern. Findings from TLO focus group discussions held with refugee women 
indicated the possibility of increased domestic violence as a result of stress caused by the conditions 
in the camp. The difficulty of creating gender-segregated living spaces within extended family 
compounds in the camp and in host communities was further noted as contributing substantially to 
feelings of stress and shame felt by male and female refugees 
 
Responding to some of the concerns raised during the mission, two initiatives are now in the initial 
stages of development: a women’s and children’s services network including government, UN and 
NGO actors in  Khost, facilitated by the provincial DoWA, as well as a camp-based women’s and 
children’s network.  
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2.2 HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE - SINCE 18 JUNE 2014 
 

 Food Assistance: WFP & partners have distributed one-month food rations to 46,137 families in 
Khost & Paktika since June 2014. 1,104 families in Gulan camp, Khost & 193 families in Bermal, 
Paktika have so far received one-month food assistance in January 2015; HNITPO & IMC are 
providing treatment for 657 children and 80 pregnant and lactating women for moderate and 
severe malnutrition in both provinces; UNICEF has supported 29 Outpatient centres to address 
severe acute malnutrition; Tameer Millat Foundation has provided nutrition support to 426 
mothers and 1,227 children 

 Health: WHO, UNICEF, IMC & HNITPO supported polio vaccinations for over 47,000 children <10 
in Khost and Paktika; WHO has established 5 permanent polio vaccination teams incl. in Alisher, 
Gurboz, Spera & Tani districts which have vaccinated 46,862 children; HNITPO set-up 2 mobile 
clinics in Khost and has served 1,116 clients; UNICEF/IMC have set-up two mobile clinics in 
Paktika; Tameer Millat Foundation has provided basic health services to 12,983 people. ACTD is 
currently developing a vaccination plan for Gulan camp.  

 Mine Risk Reduction: MACCA/UNMAS partners Halo Trust and MDC have cleared 444,628m2 and; 
ARCS, OMAR and MDC have provided mine/ERW risk education to 34,284 individuals.  

 NFIs: CARE, IOM, IRC, NRC and UNHCR distributed NFIs to 25,972 families 

 Tents: CARE, IOM, IRC and UNHCR distributed tents to 9,907 families  

 Winterization: A total of 16,222 families have received winterisation assistance, incl. 4,355 
families in Gulan camp, 2,277 in Spera and 769 in Alisher, Khost province, 5,512 families in 
Bermal, and 300 in Urgun, Paktika province. IRC distributed winterisation assistance to 1,000 
families in Tani, Mandozai & Nadir Shah Kot; NRC distributed winterization kits to 130 families 
and is providing 176 bukharis to schools in Gulan Camp and communities; UNICEF has supplied 
1,550 family kits and winterisation assistance to Khost and Paktika; ARCS will distribute 500 kits 
in Paktika. WHO & partners distributed 15 acute respiratory infection kits in Khost &Paktika to 
respond to winter-related respiratory infection cases. 

 WASH: 4 wells have been drilled in Gulan Camp and Solidarités is managing WASH activities. SI 
has also distributed 2,042 hygiene kits, 951 latrines and bathroom kits in Gulan camp; DAACAR 
has provided 435 emergency latrines in host communities, distributed 2,284 hygiene kits, and 
has provided 9.6 million litres of drinking water in communities; IRC distributed 671 emergency 
latrines & hygiene kits; UNICEF is funding MRRD for building 50 wells for 1,350 families in Paktika  

 Education: In Gulan camp, NRC set-up 80 transitional classrooms recruited and trained 80 
teachers and started lessons; the Ministry of Education hired 54 out of a planned 100 teachers 
from among the refugees to improve refugee children’s access to education; UNICEF supported 
the enrolment of 2,800 refugee & hosting community children in Khost & 600 in Paktika. 

 SGBV & Women’s Health: UNFPA distributed 850 dignity kits and delivered two reproductive 
health kits to clinics to support 10,000 people 

3. NEXT STEPS 
Wednesday 14 January 2015: Kabul Task Force Meeting 14h00 UNHCR Compound, Kabul   
 

Agencies operating on the ground are encouraged to continue to provide updates regarding planned 
and completed activities to ensure information is accurate for coordination and reporting purposes. 

Summary 
In mid-June, following military operations in North Waziristan Agency, Pakistan, families began crossing into Khost 
and Paktika provinces, Afghanistan. Many families left suddenly, with few belongings and settled in host 
communities, or Gulan camp, Gurboz district, Khost. UNHCR and partners have been on the ground since the 
situation began, conducting assessments, delivering assistance and coordinating response efforts. Food, water, 
sanitation, shelter, health and mine clearance continue to be urgent priorities.   
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 Contacts: 

Yumiko Takashima, UNHCR Afghanistan takashim@unhcr.org 

Maya Ameratunga, UNHCR Pakistan ameratun@unhcr.org 

  


